
Water Canal Plan,
Debate ResurNce
¯ Policy: Pro~d, twice killed by voters, is billed as
ont" way to r~-ue San J~aquin ~lta. It would create
loop around area into Southern CaliFornia.

R~ TONY PERRY Mon4ay alsn s~nal~ the ~tart o[
T~ ST~F w~[~ a 75-day per~ of [2 heann~s from

Redden� to ~n D~e~o ~o ~k public
S~CRA~NTO--H~de the chd- opinion on the three alternatives.

dren and the faint of heart, the ~he decision on which a[~erna-
Peripheral Canal debate has o~. t~ve to seiec~ will be made by Coy.
c~aHy resume. Pete Wdson and U.S. Interior

That ~h~ically incendiary plan r~ary Bruce Babbitt
to hmld a 1~ around the Sacra- But Wd~n and ~bbitt want to
men, to-San Joaqmn Delta Io help be s~re there ~s ~llti¢~l sup~rt for
hr:n~ Northern Cahform~ water to whatever plan is s~lect~.
S,~thern Cah[orma. ~s a~m bem~ means that canal supporters, par-
d~cussed pubhcly by water wnnks. [~culaHy the m~gh[y ~etto~h~an

[~ happened ~onday when of~i- Water Distr~c~ o~ Southern
mats of Cal~ed. the stale and ma. have ~5 days to
[mi,~raf effor~ to rescue the delta dec~des old,situs[ by r~vals.
fr~)m its myriad problems, released ~’hat neither state nor f~eral
a 3.~-pa~e tome detmhn~ ~hree offlmals want ~$ a r~at of 1~2.
¢~mpetm~plans. when slate voters de[e~ted ~he

Twn oF the pla~ ~ld w~den Peripheral Canal measure. ~u~[ as
~me n~ the det~ channel~. B[~ there they did m 1~4.
~t w~. ~ld ~s ever. in alte~at~ve In I~2. support m ~uthern
~. 3= a ~anal to hnk t~ ~e~mentn California was lukewarm, oo~si
Rwer and theS~te Water Prowl by t~on m Northern Cahrorma was
b~’pa~s=n~ =he delta steadfast, amt the fight was one of

True, =t’s b~n re-christened the the nastiest m a s~ate wh~e his-
Open Channel [~lat~ ~a¢ihty, b==t tory ~s mark~ by water
st ~s the ~ame bas=c ide~ that has The renewed deha~e will test
dive(ted the state for halfa century, rle=se ~ee WA~R, A=t
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WATER "Southern California has to be voirs because that means more
able to offer up a~urances that the dam~; farmers are leery at agreeing
system will not go out of control." to convert fields to wetlands; and

Continued from A3 sa~d Tim Quinn. the MWD’s deputy so forth.
¯ .vhe~her the rural-urban, state- genera[ manager. "We need to There are :ndieatiens ’.hat ,.v:~.er
:’.’.:er.~l. farmer- environmentalist, chromate the fear factor. That’s the politics have sh~f~ed s~nce the [982
nor:h-~o~]~h coaht~on that has engine that hasdr~ven theeontro- fight.
bnck-d CalFed ~an end~re, ver~y~ fear of Southern California." ~or o~ners, the farming industry

The T~.~-acre delta provides The spirit of Monday’s event was and ~me Northern Cahfi~rmA lead-
.~r’~k~g ’~;~ter’ for 22 milhon Cah- that--re~ardles~ of which alterna- er~ are rethinking their ID82 .)p~i-
6~rn~ans and irngat~on ~or the state’s twe ~ selected--the competing tion. One ~n is ~hat ~n 1~2 the
~24-b~lhon agricultural industry. ~nterests in California’s water wars canal idea was a stand-alone p~.
~,;t the del~ ’.s ~ng stranRled by should he prepared to compromise ~aI. now it’s part of a paekaRe.
~,~d~n~. ~ltat~on and ~eawater in- or r~sk k~ihng the watershed that i~ R~eh Golb. executive d~reetor
’r,~R~on frnm the San Franc~eo Bal/. the lifebl~ of ~he state’s economy the Northern California Water

The reports released Monday and environment. Assn.. which represents Northern
~nd~cate that a canal would provide "Th~s may ~ our last op~rtu- Sacramento Valley water agencies,
~ h~gher quahty of water for nity for d~ades to solve our water ~id hi~ group ~s wilhng to consider
S,~,]~hern (?aiifornia. keep fish ~rom problems ~n California," said Cali- a canal if there are assu~nces that
hn~nR ~u~ke(t ~nto the current State farina Secretary of State B~II Jones. it w~ll not be used {o deplete the
W.~er Pr~ec: pipes at the ~uth The boldest of the pro~als is Sacramento R~ver.
e-,t ,)[ the delta, and ensure San the alternative to construct a 44- Sunne MePeak. a former Contra
.Ioaqu~n Vailey farmers a rehabie m~le earthen canal so tha~ water Costa supervisor who led the
~u0oly o~ water, from the ~eramento River would Northern Cahforma oppo~tion to

Bu~ Northern Californians have enter the S~te Water Proj~t near the Peripheral Canal in 1982. is
worried that the MWD might u~e a Byron. bypassing the ~alty and co-chairman o~ a Cai~ed advi~ry
canal to hterally ~uek the Sacra- ma~hy dell. The canal ~ould be committee.
m,,nto R~ver dry by demanding the half the s~ze of that plann~ in Like Oolb. she’s wilhng to eon-
f~dl 2 m~lhon acre- feet of water the 1982--a r~uetion aim~ at leben- ~ider a canal idea because, unhke
M~VD i~ a~sured under the State ing op~t~on. 1982. ~t al~ includes plans for fl~)d
~£’~ter Project. ~very California governor from control, eonse~ation. ~ater

And then there is the concern O~win Knight to Wil~on h~. at between di~tr~e~, and increased
that ~f ~ts water no longer came one ~mt in his administration, storage.
through the .delta. the MWD and ~ken of the need for ~ueh a canal Still. environmental group~ are
other Southern California ~hti~al The canal alternative ap~a~ to unhappy a~ut the Cal~ pr~ess
interests might forsake the delta offer ~mething for everyone= wa. and the canal idea.
and ~ts problem~, ter storage for farme~, wetlan~ ~nnie Ann Cohen. ~u~e

During the 75 day~. MWD ~ill ~ re, rotation and wildlife p~t~tion e~l~t ~th ~e
negotiating with Northern Califor- for envi~nmen~li~, and a ~nal Natml ~ ~fe~ Couned.
n{a ~ater distrie~L envi~nmental for ~uthern California.
groups, the a~cultural industry But it ai~ ear~e~ ~methin{ ~ plannm ~ve ~e e~gh ~ pro-
and busme~ leade~ to allay tho~e anger each group~ ~nvi~nmen~l- mote ~at~n ~ ]~ead ~m
h~on~ fear~, i~ are fearful of in~re~ ~ser- ~ ~ F~ on "~ a~ ditch,.’"
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